Influence of anticoagulants on growth and vitamin K production of intestinal bacteria.
The influence of anticoagulants on growth and vitamin K production of intestinal bacteria was studied. Bacteroides vulgatus and Escherichia coli were grown in vitro in the presence of increasing amounts of warfarin, phenprocoumon and acenocoumarol. It was found that growth of B. vulgatus was inhibited under anaerobic conditions whereas growth of E. coli under aerobic conditions was not inhibited. A specific inhibition of vitamin K biosynthesis was not observed in either case. It is concluded that therapeutic doses of anticoagulants are unlikely to affect growth or vitamin K production of intestinal bacteria.